
 

 

 

 

Mr Redman – Head of School (Primary) 

In primary schools across the country there is one time of year that 

stands out more than any other… Christmas! Hailsham Primary 

Academy has been no different, we have had a fantastic time since 

coming back from the half term 

holiday.  It always makes me smile 

when, as early as late October, you hear 

the sound of children practising their 

Christmas songs ready for the nativity 

and carol concerts.  It really is a magical 

time for all involved! 

  

Currently, we’re in the middle of our Christmas events.  We started it 

off at the Hailsham Christmas Lights Switch-on celebration, where the 

primary phase choir sang Christmas carols together with students from 

the secondary phase.  Since then, Reception classes have visited 

Hellingly Church where the children made their own Christingles and 

last week, we invited parents into school to see the wonderful Year 2 

Nativity performance.  We’ve also had our Christmas Jumper Day, 

where some very suspect Festive knitwear was worn, including the staff!  Still to come we have our 

Reception Nativity, Year 1 Christmas Concert, Christmas Parties, the Christmas Lunch, Lower Junior 

Carol Concert and for the first time our Upper Junior Carol Concert at Hellingly Church!  All of these 

events are wonderful but my secret favourite is the Reception 

Nativity; seeing the donkey getting lost on stage, the 

shepherds banging into the sheep and the angels pushing and 

shoving to get in the right place for their dance, all of which are 

what makes for a fantastic show! 

  

From everyone at Hailsham Primary Academy, Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
 

 

COLLEGE COMMUNICATOR – TERM 2 2024 



Mrs Chamberlain – Head of School (Secondary) 

I would like to say a huge thank you and congratulations to all the Performing Arts students and staff 

who have been working so hard this term in preparation for a series of performances that have truly 

shown off everything that is great about Hailsham and its 

young people!  As Mr Redman said, it began with the 

annual Christmas Lights Switch-on event and since then, 

we have been treated to a spectacular sell-out Christmas 

Dance Show and an impressive Christmas Music Concert at 

Hailsham Parish Church.  These festive events have been a 

wonderful way to showcase our students’ many talents 

and celebrate what has been a really enjoyable term.   

 

Events such as these also provide an opportunity for me to 

meet parents, and it is so pleasing to hear many of you saying how much your children are enjoying 

college again and how the school feels like it has turned a corner.  This sentiment has been echoed in 

our recent Parent Forum mornings and whilst we know there is still more work to be done, it is great 

to know that we’re moving in the right direction and that the impact of our improvements is being felt 

by our students and families. 

 

This week, our Silver Award achievers have been rewarded for their excellent effort and attitude with 

a cinema trip to see a Christmas film.  It has been fantastic to see how students have embraced our 

new rewards programme, Our Hailsham Way and the whole initiative is having a really positive impact 

on all areas of college life.   

 

Term 3 will see our focus on Year 11s and Year 13s take centre stage as students head towards their 

final exams.  They are already working incredibly hard, attending ‘Lesson 6’ after school sessions and 

getting plenty of practice for the real thing with a series of mock exams.  These mocks not only 

familiarise students with expectations and procedures but crucially, they allow teachers to identify 

any gaps in knowledge.  We strongly urge all of our Year 11s and Sixth Formers to take advantage of 

the support on offer as exam season will be with us before we know it and they will cope better and 

achieve more if they put the effort in now.  We are here to help, guide and support so if you have any 

concerns about your son or daughter’s progress or wellbeing, please do contact their mentor.  

 

Finally, on a very serious note, whilst most of us are looking forward to the Christmas break we are 

very aware that for some young people, it is a time for feeling unsafe and worried.  We always talk to 

students in the lead up to holidays to ensure they know how they can access help if they need it.  Our 

Safeguarding Team monitors the safeguarding@hccat.net email account throughout the holiday, so if 

you are worried about your own child or another young person please do message us in confidence 

so that we can provide support where required. 

 

This edition of the College Communicator is packed with news of all the good things our children and 

young people have been up to.  I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I have!  Wishing all our families 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

mailto:safeguarding@hccat.net


Hailsham Christmas Lights Event – Mr Dipple 

On Friday 29th November 50 learners and supporting staff from across the Secondary and Primary 

schools gave up their evenings to lead the celebrations either side of the Hailsham Christmas Lights 

Switch-on in the town centre. 

The event was a massive success and attended by hundreds of the local community. 

Our performances included the College Orchestra and HCC Singers, Primary choir and talented Year 8 

soloist, Jacob.  

Once again Hailsham Town Council and the Mayor were very pleased with our contribution to this 

highly significant community event.  

 

Ocean Club – Mrs Ansell 

In our after-school Ocean Club this term we have been focusing on 

winter colouring and crafting activities using felt to decorate winter 

hats, glitter to decorate lollypop snowflakes and we’ve even made our 

own Christmas tree out of coloured giant baubles! 

We’ve experienced different messy play 

items in our new tough tray, using 

coloured shaving foam, slime, jelly and 

our sea themed Oobleck.  

Our children are loving our “free to use” 

drawers, which are fully stocked with paper 

crafts and a variety of different 

materials and media which are 

available to use as the children 

wish.  In Ocean Club this tends to be 

a busy table! 

  



Year Group Updates  

Pre School – Mrs Claydon 

We have had a lovely term with the Turtles in Pre School.  We have been 
exploring the topic, ‘What we celebrate’.  
 
We have been making birthday cakes with playdough and playing ‘keep the 
balloon up’ as a game.  We have sung Happy Birthday to our friends and loved 
getting ready for Christmas!  The children all really enjoyed putting the tree up 
and dancing to Christmas music. 
 
We have been reading the stories, ‘Where’s Spot’ and ‘That’s Not My Snowman’ 
as our key texts for the term.  Some of us have matched ‘Spot The Dog’ pictures 
and others are able to re-tell the story independently whilst recreating their own 
story maps.  Our messy play has seen us exploring flour 
like it’s snow, we did some mark making and patterns, 
and we have been creating our own snowmen for art 
and craft.  
 
We have continued with ‘My Happy Mind’ this term and 
played the happy breathing song; the children love this 
and enjoy singing and doing the actions with us.  We 
used our hand breathing techniques at the beginning 
and end of the sessions to help us have calm time and 
talk about where our brains are within our body.  
 
We are now looking forward to performing our 
Christmas show to all our parents.  The children have worked so hard on this 

and have been practising lots.  We are super proud and can’t wait to have lots of fun Christmas crafts 
too! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception – Mrs Chapman and Miss Payne 

 

This term, our topic has been ‘I wonder what people can celebrate?’ We have looked at some of the 

things that the children celebrate themselves, as well as some celebrations around the world. 

 

 

We started by learning about Bonfire Night. Children created their own fireworks pictures and 

explored onomatopoeic words! We also talked about why we celebrate Remembrance day and 

children created their own poppy pictures.  

 

 

We then travelled to India to learn all about the Hindu 

celebration of Diwali, the Festival of Light. The children 

enjoyed making their own Rangoli 

patterns and their own Diya Lamps after 

learning about the story of Rama and 

Sita. 

 

 

We were lucky to be able to visit Hellingly Church to find out all 

about the Christian celebration of Christingle. Every child made 

their own Christingles to take home. We have also been learning 

about the Christmas story and have been busy practising for our 

Nativity play!  

 

 

Our key text this term is ‘The Gingerbread Man’. We had a special 

delivery from Granny’s bakery, but when we opened the box, there was a gingerbread 

man shaped hole in the bottom – he had escaped!! The children went on a search around 

the school to try and find him – they found him hiding in our outside area! We have been 

learning to retell this story with actions, using a story map. The children then innovated 

the story, changing the fox at the end to a different animal.  

 

In Maths we have been exploring 2D shapes. We used this learning to produce some 

Kandinsky inspired artwork which has formed our new display!  

  



Year 1 – Mrs Sweet and Miss Hamilton 

 

  We have been fully immersing  

ourselves in the Christmas spirit 

this term and have been busy 

making Christmas decorations 

and learning Christmas songs. We 

are also looking forward to our 

trip to Hailsham Library this term 

where the children will be read a 

Christmas themed story by the 

librarian and the children will 

have the opportunity to select a 

book to take home.  

  

This term we enjoyed ‘Geography 

awareness week’. The theme in 

Year 1 was ‘food’. The children 

learnt where our food comes from 

and finished the week by 

designing their own lunch box.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

In English our key text has been 

‘Janet the Jellyfish and the Fierce 

Shark’. The children were excited 

to walk into their classrooms to 

find a giant jellyfish! The children 

have changed the characters in 

the story to create their own 

versions.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Science has been fun this 

term learning about our five 

senses. We tasted food, used 

our sense of smell to identify 

different foods and used our 

senses of sight, sound and 

touch to play games.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have completed the 

addition and subtraction 

(within 10) unit this term. The 

children have learnt key skills, 

using different 

representations to add and 

subtract, such as tens frames 

and part whole models. They 

have been introduced to 

number sentences and solved 

addition and subtraction 

problems.  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Year 2 – Mr Cotton, Mrs Davies and Mrs Cottingham  

 
 

 

 

Let’s Explore London 

We started the term with learning about London, along with its 

key landmarks. We then moved on to learning about the other 

countries and capital cities in the United Kingdom.  

 

In our writing lessons, the children learnt our class story, ‘The Magic Sword,’ a 

story that, having touched a particular item, takes the protagonist on a magical 

adventure. Once learnt, the children made their own changes to the class story 

to make it their own. The children were very creative, writing stories that took 

their main character to many wonderful places! 

 

During Geography Awareness Week, our 

children have learned that geography can be seen all around us, 

and have explored the human, physical and environmental 

geography linked to a range of topics. They enjoyed discussing 

how humans can make a positive impact upon the world 

around them.  

 

The children have enjoyed being designers this term. They have been tasked 

with creating a tote bag, thinking deeply about how their product designs 

can appeal to a particular user. Once the designs were created, all that was 

left to do was make the bags! Having practised our stitching earlier in the 

term, we are sure that these bags will be a great success!  

 

In addition to all of this, we have been busily practising our 

Christmas performance of ‘It’s a Baby!’.  The children have 

thrown themselves into the rehearsals, they have been 

learning their lines, dances, songs and actions very well.  

 

  



Year 3 – Mr Brown and Mrs Manley 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Term 2 in Year 3 has been wonderful. The children have worked so hard and are very much looking 

forward to Christmas.  

In computing we have been looking at stop-motion 

animation.  We started by making a flipbook and will be 

progressing to creating an animation on our tablets.  

In design and technology, we made soup to bring 

home.  The children were brilliant when cutting 

and peeling the vegetables.  

As part of our key text of ‘Ice Palace’ by 

Robert Swindells the children created 

‘Wanted’ posters and snowflakes to 

immerse ourselves in the setting and 

characters.  



Year 4 – Miss Forman and Mrs Adam 

This term Year 4 have been busy embracing life as a Roman, starting off with a trip to Fishbourne 

Roman Palace! The children thoroughly enjoyed the activities they participated in and marvelled at 

the Mosaics that have been preserved there.  

 

 

We also took part in a Roman Day at school, learning about Roman life, Boudicca, Roman food and 

Roman art. Children had the opportunity to dress up as part of the day. They were so engaged and a 

lot of fun was had by all!  

 

 

 

In English, we’ve been thoroughly captivated by our new text, Krindlekrax. Drawing inspiration from 

its vivid characters and settings, we’ve crafted detailed descriptions and are now channelling our 

creativity into developing our very own monster-themed stories! 

 

In maths we have been diving deeper into multiplication and division, exploring strategies to solve 

problems with confidence and accuracy. To sharpen our skills, we’re continuing to use Times Tables 

Rock Stars (TTRS), making learning our times tables both fun and engaging as we strive to become 

true masters of multiplication! 

 

In Science, we’ve been exploring the exciting world of electricity! We’ve been building circuits and 

discovering how they work, while also learning about conductors and insulators and their roles in 

carrying or blocking electric current. 

 
  



Year 5 – Mrs Butler, Mrs Daines and Miss Piggott 

         

 

  

As we approach the end of the second term, it is a good time to reflect on some 

of the fantastic learning we have been getting up to in Year 5. 

The topic this term has been 1066, The Normans and The Battle of 

Hastings. 

We have spent time immersing ourselves in this topic and have 

looked at the curiosity questions ‘Who should have won The Battle 

of Hastings?’  

We have produced some good ideas and arguments to support our 

choice of king.   

In Science, we have been looking at animals, including humans. The 

children have learnt about aging, looking at different animals, 

including humans.  

In Maths, we have looked at prime, square and cubed numbers. 

We have recapped the formal method for multiplication and 

division. This term we have also been learning about fractions, 

using the language of numerator, denominator, and our division 

and multiplication to support us with equivalent fractions, 

improper fractions and mixed numbers.  

In English, we have been reading ‘Curiosity: The Story of 

Mars Rover’ by Markus Motum. We have used this book to 

write a non-fiction biography and a fiction journey tale. 

We have been looking at the grammar involved in writing 

in different genres and understanding how it can impact 

our work.  

 

Year 5 have been learning their Christmas 

songs in preparation  for their performance 

at Hellingly Church. 



Mr Morgans – Head of Year 7 

It has been another really positive term for Year 7! Every student has continued to grow both 
academically and personally and it has been lovely to see some of their personalities come out more 
as they all become more comfortable in their new school setting. It is always interesting spending 
breaktimes around the canopy listening to their funny stories about school and their weekends!  
 
Thank you to all those students who have represented the school in sports fixtures. You have been a 
credit to yourselves and the school. It has also been nice to pop in to some of the extra-curricular 
activities to see how much fun everyone is having! The ratio of positives to negatives is 
overwhelmingly positive (92%) and while there is, of course, always room for improvement Year 7 
have most certainly had a very impressive first two terms here at Hailsham Community College. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is so important to education and continues to be a daily focus during mentor and is 
celebrated weekly during assembly. Unfortunately attendance in Year 7 has dropped considerably 
since Term 1 - at the time of writing Year 7 have 93.9% attendance for the academic year. There is so 
much research that demonstrates the impact of attendance on student outcomes. Please support us 
as much as possible by ensuring your son/daughter is in school unless they absolutely must be kept at 
home. It will help them so much with their learning! Mentor break down is here: 
 

Mentor Attendance 

7A 92.5% 

7B 93.6% 

7C 96.2% 

7D 92.6% 

7E 94.5% 

7F 92.5% 

7G 94.6% 

7H 94.5% 

7I 91.1% 

7CG 97.1% 

 
A massive well done to the following 58 students who have 100% attendance so far: 

 
 
 
Rewards 
We have continued to focus on rewards and positives this term and it has been so nice to see students 
recognised and celebrated in our weekly assemblies. Year 7 have amassed over 45,500 achievement 
points! Congratulations to those students who have gained their Bronze Award this term…it is nearly 
now the whole year group!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elsie 7A Joseph 7G Tiffany 7B Jack 7F Max 7H Ruby 7A

Christopher 7G Daisy 7I Liam 7B Alessandro 7C Samuel 7D Emma 7A

Louisa 7H Bella 7E Mia 7B Isabelle 7I Georgia 7H Maya 7F

Sophia 7E Samuel 7F Scarlett 7G Quinn 7C Cooper 7I

Jacob 7B Benjamin 7C Max 7G Harry 7A Megan 7H

Harrison 7C Lacey-Louise 7A Sophia 7C Avryl 7B Mia 7H

Darcey 7H Jasmine 7G Kayden 7F Isaac 7I Tristan 7G

Elsie 7C Eleanor 7B Daisy 7F Florie 7H Grace 7E

Oscar 7F Francesca 7D Morgan 7G Oliver 7B Isaac 7F

Poppy 7E Annabelle 7E Tom 7G Millie 7D Jobe 7D

Emmanuel 7D Benjamin 7F Maisy 7C Reece 7B Finley 7I

Well done 

7C! 

 



A huge well done to the 69 students (at the time of writing) that have achieved their Silver Award: 
 

 
I hope you all had a great time at the cinema as part of your reward! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of similar messages to last term…. 
 
Uniform 
We want all our students in Year 7 to be dressed smartly and professionally. We find this has a positive 
knock-on impact on their behaviour across the school and their learning in the classroom – ‘Be Ready’ 
is part of Our Hailsham Way. Again this term we have noticed that some students have started to have 
their shirts untucked frequently and are not wearing their blazers or ties until reminded to do so.  
 
 
 
 

Aaryan 7D Connor 7G Harry 7E Josie-Mai 7A Maya 7D Scarlett 7G

Ali 7E Daisy 7F Helena 7D Kayde 7B Megan 7H Sophia 7E

Andriya 7D Elsie 7C Henry 7I Kimberly 7E Mia 7B Sophia 7C

Annabelle 7E Emmanuel 7D Isaac 7I Kloe 7B Mia 7H Sophia 7B

Annmary 7H Erin 7H Isaac 7F Lacey 7C Millie 7D

Ava 7E Eva 7A Isabelle 7I Lacey-Louise 7A Morgan 7G

Ava 7E Finley 7I Isla 7H Leo 7H Oliver 7B

Avryl 7B Freddie 7B Isla 7C Liam 7B Paige 7G

Bella 7E Freya 7F Ivy 7C Lilly-Mae 7B Poppy 7E

Benjamin 7F Grace 7E Jack 7F Louisa 7H Quinn 7C

Brooke 7I Grace 7C Jacob 7B Lucas 7A Ruby 7A

Caleb 7I Haroon 7B Jensen 7H Maisy 7C Rufus 7D

Cerys 7A Harry 7A Joey 7H Max 7H Savannah 7A

A massive well done to the following students 
who have achieved the most positive points 
since September: 
 

 
 

Lacey 7C 469

Avryl 7B 389

Emmanuel 7D 386

Maya 7D 350

Aaryan 7D 346

Kloe 7B 345

Annmary 7H 341

Finley 7I 339

Isabelle 7I 336

Quinn 7C 335

Harry 7A 330

Josie-Mai 7A 326

Haroon 7B 325

Freya 7F 317

Louisa 7H 315

Liam 7B 315

Poppy 7E 312

Ruby 7A 309

Caleb 7I 303

Andriya 7D 303

Here is a breakdown of the mentor 
achievement points: 
 

 
 
7H is still out in front! Can another group 
catch them up after the break? 
 

Mentor Achievement Points

7A 4859

7B 5631

7C 4240

7D 4954

7E 5354

7F 4773

7G 4570

7H 5904

7I 4791

7CG 650



While this may not seem a massive deal it does take time to correct and address which prevents staff 
from continuing with positive interactions and ensuring the climate in the classrooms and school is 
ready to learn. Can you please support us by reminding your son/daughter of the importance of being 
smart and ready at all times.  
 
Lateness/Truancy 
Almost all of our year group attend all lessons, on time, with no issues at all. By now all students should 
know where their lessons are, and, with the transition time between, should not be arriving at their 
classrooms late. There are still small pockets of students in our year who are consistently being late. 
This has a detrimental impact on the climate of the school as it not only affects their learning but also 
the learning of the class when they do arrive. A report is sent to mentors every day with this 
information and is followed up accordingly, and where appropriate, sanctions put in place, including 
break time and after school detentions or reflection. Students that fail to attend lessons through 
choice are followed up and sanctioned accordingly. This is not a culture we accept here at Hailsham 
Community College and the students are very aware of this. Please can you remind your son/daughter 
of the importance of being on time, being organised and being in the right place, promptly. 
 
Term 2 has brought such success to Year 7. The students continue to impress me every day and they 
really are making the school proud. I hope you all have a lovely festive break and I look forward to 
continuing the journey with the students when they return in January. Enjoy the well-earned rest!  
 

 

 

Miss Newman – Head of Year 8 

Firstly I would like to thank all of you as parents and carers for all of your support so far this academic 
year. We know that it takes a lot of effort from you at home to ensure your child is in school every 
day, on time, in their correct uniform and behaving in a way that allows them and others to learn. The 
overwhelming majority of our year group do the right things all the time and I really thank you for 
your input to ensure this happens. We are fast establishing ourselves as one of the ‘top’ year groups 
in terms of behaviour and attendance. On a day to day basis our year group is often hitting the high 
80s in terms of positive to negative ratio, ie for every 10 actions going through Class Charts, at least 8 
of them are achievement points rather than behaviour points. We are often 1st or 2nd out of all of the 
year groups in terms of attendance, with our average attendance usually coming in around 92%. There 
is still work to be done here but we are absolutely moving in the right direction.  
 
In terms of achievement points and rewards, 89% of the year group have now achieved ‘bronze 
award’. This is for anyone who has 100 or more achievement points. If your son/daughter has hit 100 
this term, they will be recognised with their badge and the certificate on Thursday of the final week. 
30% of the year group have gone one step further and achieved ‘silver award’. This is for anyone who 
has 250 achievement points. Anyone who achieves this by Friday 13th December, will be invited on a 
reward trip to the cinema to see a Christmas film. They will be given their badge and certificate during 
the trip and I cannot wait to celebrate with them.  
 
One of the things that I enjoy the most about my year group is how much they embrace opportunities 
that come their way. Year 8 have been asked the provide student leaders for many different activities 
this year. This has ranged from helping at the primary school cross country events, to being tour guides 
for perspective parents and children. A huge thank you and well done to anyone who has been 
involved in any of our leadership opportunities. Most recently students had an assembly about the  
 
 
 
 
 



role of peer mentors and off the back of this we had 20 students apply for this role. They will be 
interviewed after Christmas, trained up and then will start their work supporting vulnerable students 
in our school community. I am incredibly proud of everyone who applied.  
 
We have had lots of sporting success so far this year. Our Year 8 netball team is unbeaten and both 
our A and B teams recently played up a year against other schools and won both of their games. 
Netball academy and Netball club is really well attended and will continue next term. Our boys’ 
football team have had lots of success too against local schools. We also hosted a B team tournament 
and entered two teams. I was so impressed by everyone involved in that tournament, their attitude 
and effort was absolutely outstanding!!  
 
In a recent assembly I spoke about commitment and how no one achieves anything by accident, you 
cannot achieve if you don’t commit. I challenged everyone in that assembly to choose something that 
they would commit to and in turn think through exactly what they were going to do in order to show 
commitment and achieve what they set out for. Please do ask your son/daughter what it is that they 
will be committing to. It might be they want to improve their reading age, it might be that they want 
to get picked for a school team, they may want to come top of their class in their next assessment. 
This links in really well with New Year resolutions and I hope everyone has something in mind that 
they will be aiming for next term.  
 
Lastly I would like to say a huge congratulations to Molly who, in November, won a local short story 
competition, in association with Hailsham FM.  She was the youngest entrant! Molly’s story was 
actually read on air by the actor Brian Capron (known for his role in Coronation Street). What a 
incredible achievement! I was also extremely proud to hear about Alex, Amy and Sophie’s 
achievements with the local trampolining club, Jump TC. They recently competed at the British Schools 
Competition, with many of them winning their category and/or qualifying for the next round in 
January. I am always blown away by the variety of different talents in my year group and really enjoy 
celebrating their successes with them. If your son/daughter is up to anything outside of school, please 
do email me on newmanr@hccat.net. 
 

 

Mr Vickers – Head of Year 9 

Year 9 History Trip 
On Wednesday 20th November, 42 Year 9 students visited Detling 
Showground, where they delved into the captivating world of the First 
World War through engaging talks on various aspects, such as; medicine 
and surgery on the front line, exploring soldiers' uniform and rations, and 
discovering the role of women. The highlight was the hands-on 
experience of walking through a recreated trench system, bringing history 
to life. All students involved represented the school admirably and truly 
embodied the spirit of learning.  
The second trip will be leaving on Thursday 12th December. 
 

Year 9 3v3 Basketball Tournament 
The Year 9 basketball teams had an outstanding tournament, with both 
the boys and girls delivering great results.  
The boys dominated the competition, finishing first place without losing 
a single game. Their teamwork and skill were unbeatable throughout the 
day.  
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The girls also performed strongly, finishing in third place with just one loss in a close match. 
Congratulations to both teams on their fantastic efforts and achievements! 
 

Celebration Assembly - End of Term 2 
As we approach the end of Term 2, we reflect on and celebrate the incredible achievements of our 
school community. We are thrilled to announce that our year group has achieved an outstanding total 
of over 50,000 achievement points this year. This is a testament to your hard work.  

 
Individual Achievements 

• 214 students have earned the Bronze Award this term. Your consistent effort and 
commitment have set a brilliant example. Congratulations! 

• Even more impressive, 69 students have reached the Silver Award level! This shows not only 
hard work but also the determination to push beyond expectations. 

 
Let’s Aim Higher! 
As we move forward, let's continue to strive for new heights. With the momentum we’ve built this 
term, there's no limit to what we can accomplish together. Keep aiming for Gold and beyond! 
Let’s celebrate this term’s success and look forward to an even better new year. From all of us in the 

Year 9 team: Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!           

 

 

 

Miss Southall – Head of Year 10 

Year 10 focus - Punctuality 
This term’s focus has been around punctuality to lessons. The Year 10s have received an assembly and 
mentor sessions around the importance of attending lessons on time and the positive impact this can 
have around learning.  In the first 10 minutes of each lesson students complete the ‘Do it now’, a recall 
task which allows teachers to check students’ prior learning and what they have retained from 
previous lessons. Attending lessons on time allows teachers to have an accurate understanding of 
where students are in terms of progress and how to provide further support. 
 
We have seen a real improvement this term around students making a conscious effort to be in their 
lessons on time.  This is showing their dedication in wanting to succeed in their GCSEs.  
 
I want to personally congratulate all the students that have made the effort to be on time to class; it 
has not gone unnoticed.  
 
Work experience update 
All students have received a mentor session with Miss Southall and Mrs Bartley supporting them to 
find a work experience placement, upload details and finalise the online paperwork.  The deadline to 
find their placement is Friday 20th December.    
 
Please feel free to contact Miss Southall or Mrs Bartley if you have any questions around this. Website 
to access the portal is: www.careersateastsussex.co.uk/login.  All students were emailed their login 
details.  

http://www.careersateastsussex.co.uk/login


Term 1 and 2 data: 

  
 
Bronze and Silver award thresholds:  
I want to say a massive well done to all the students who have hit either the Bronze or Silver award 
this term! This is showing that they are emulating the Hailsham Way each lesson and around college. 
We, as a year team are extremely proud of their achievements.  
 
Further education visit to Eastbourne College  
Ten students from Year 10 enjoyed a brilliant visit to the Birley Centre in Eastbourne last week to 
discover the benefits of studying at university, organised by the Coastal Schools Partnership.  They 
chose from 12 engaging workshops led by current University of Sussex students, including: 
 

• an auction to learn about global trade in Economics  

• an International Relations role play of a UN conference 

• acting as lawyers in a court case about whether Jaffa Cakes are biscuits or cakes 

• identifying different microbes that cause diseases in Microbiology 
 
Students said it was “inspiring” and “brilliant” and Mr Lambert, Head of Sixth Form, said: 
 
“Our students were a credit to Hailsham: curious, confident and articulate. HCC students achieve 
remarkable things, and it was great for our Year 10s to speak to current university students, including 
PhD students, about their journeys and aspirations. 
 
Given their success in the Economics and Law role plays, it looks as though our futures will be in safe 
hands!” 
 
Massive well done to the students attended!  It was an amazing and insightful day, and they 
represented HCC incredibly well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazing to see so many positive 

achievement points this academic year. 

This is down to the hard work of the 

Year 10 students:  

Breakdown  

Be Ready: 2158 

Be Respectful: 1781 

Be working: 4609 

Hailsham Way: 1600 



At the end of Term 2, I want to reflect on how far we have come as a year group.  I am proud each day 
when I get to see lots of Year 10 students walk through the top gate in the correct uniform looking the 
part and ready to tackle the day ahead. and we have made great progress around punctuality and will 
continue into the new year.  This is going to support the culture and climate within the classroom and 
further support learning.  Lots of students in Year 10 are ‘getting it right every day’ and this is reflected 
within the achievement points tally.  
 
I am extremely proud of how hard everyone is working to achieve their goals. We will always be here 
to support and look forward to setting new goals to achieve in the new year.  
 
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and Happy New year.   

 

 

Year 11 – Mr Thornton 

Celebrating Success and Looking Ahead 
As we approach the end of this term, we want to take a moment to celebrate the incredible attitude 
and engagement shown by our Year 11 students during their mock exams at the start of term. Their 
hard work, resilience, and determination have been truly inspiring, and they should all be proud of 
their efforts. The focus and engagement is reflective in their progress. 
 
This term, students have also been participating enthusiastically in our ‘Be Your Best Self’ initiative, 
which has encouraged them to set personal goals and strive for excellence both inside and outside the 
classroom. We are thrilled to see the positive impact this is having on their confidence and drive as 
they prepare for the challenges ahead. 
 
We’ve also seen a notable increase in school attendance, demonstrating our students’ commitment 
to their studies. Many have been taking full advantage of the Period 6 revision sessions, which are 
well-attended; we now challenge our year group to increase this attendance to best prepare them 
moving forward. A copy of the current Period 6 timetable can be found below. These sessions are 
proving to be a valuable resource for students to further their understanding and consolidate their 
knowledge. 
 

 
 
Departments continue to run further intervention sessions for the year group during mentor time as 
well as drop down sessions specific to individual courses, where appropriate. We thank the continued 
hard work of the departments within the college.  
 
Looking ahead to next term, there is much to be excited about! We will be sharing further information 
about the Year 11 Prom, a well-deserved celebration of their achievements. Additionally, we will be 
welcoming guest speakers into school to inspire, motivate, and help students refocus as they approach 
their final exams. 
 
 
 
 



Thank you for your continued support in helping our Year 11 students succeed. We look forward to 
seeing their continued growth and progress in the new term. 
 

 

Sixth Form – Mr Lambert 

There’s no shortage of Christmas cheer in the Sixth Form at the moment. 

The Common Room and café area have been beautifully decorated by Year 

12, with Year 13 adding festive flourishes to the Quiet Study Room, Sixth 

Form Library and the newly equipped Sixth Form IT Hub.  

 

We have also seen our Sixth Form extra-curricular activities thriving. 

Personal Development is at the heart of our mission as a College and the 

Sixth Form aims to create a community where our students can become 

confident, articulate and active citizens alongside their academic study. A 

Level Politics and History students experienced incredible opportunities on 

educational visits recently. History students joined the Holocaust Educational Trust on a lifechanging 

visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland. This was part of the Lessons from Auschwitz Programme, which 

also saw them attend two seminars to learn about the impact of the Holocaust on the individuals 

targeted by the Nazis and their collaborators and produce a project to share what they’ve learned 

with our community.  

 

On Monday 27th January, Holocaust Memorial Day, we will be holding a screening of award-winning 

2023 film One Life, starring Sir Anthony Hopkins and Helena Bonham Carter at Hailsham Pavilion 

Cinema. The film tells the extraordinary true story of an ordinary man, Sir Nicholas Winton, who 

helped save thousands of refugee children from persecution in Nazi Germany and will be preceded by 

a short talk from our Sixth Form students who visited Auschwitz-Birkenau. As a Holocaust Beacon 

School, HCC is accredited by UCL as a hub for learning about the Holocaust and we would love our 

community to join us at this event. You can get your tickets for only £5 from the Hailsham Pavilion Box 

Office. 

 

Two Politics students visited Parliament to watch Prime Minister’s Questions last week. They were in 

the Public Gallery of the House of Commons as Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer faced off against new 

Conservative Party leader Kemi Badenoch in her second 

PMQs, before heading for a behind the scenes tour of 

Parliament led by a staff member for a Labour MP. It was 

a fascinating glimpse of how our democracy and 

government works, watching the Business Secretary taking 

serious questions about the closure of the Vauxhall factory 

in Luton as well as trying to spot MPs we know from the 

telly as they gossiped in the café in Portcullis House!   

 

 

 

 

 

 



I have been delighted to see so many of our Year 10 and 11 students joining the Sixth Form Debate 

Club. Our students are unfailingly brilliant, debating with skill, humour and confidence and displaying  

more nuance and openness to new ideas than we saw in the House of Commons! Topics this term 

have included ‘there should be a maximum age limit for politicians’ inspired by the US Presidential 

Election, ‘transgender women should be able to participate in elite competitive sport’ and a festive 

special debating whether the focus on Santa Claus has ruined Christmas! Debate has always been a 

hit at Hailsham Sixth Form, with our teams often emerging victorious from our Wealden Cup 

competitions with other local schools. However, the real prize is our HCC Debating trophy and that 

competition will begin in the new year. 

 

Another returning Sixth Form classic is the Cinema club, with students KS4 and 5 students enjoying 

reduced price tickets to Hailsham Pavilion Cinema for Paddington in Peru this week, having previously 

spent Halloween watching the new Beetlejuice film. Next up is Wicked, although the singing coming 

from the Common Room this week suggests a few have already seen that! 

 

Hailsham students continue to achieve amazing things and our Sixth Form provides a fun, welcoming 

community where you can follow your passions while being taught by subject experts in a 

environment with staff that know you and care about you. So there’s plenty still to come before 

Christmas, including the much-anticipated Year 12 vs Year 13 football match, our annual Christmas 

Common Room Quiz and Winter Dance Show.  

 

 

  



Lessons From Auschwitz – Isaac, Year 12 

Before I went to Auschwitz I thought I knew a lot about the Holocaust, I’d been studying 
about for seven years, starting with The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas being read to my 
primary school class and ever since had been fascinated with how the execution of over 
six million people could be done in the time frame given. So I studied the Nazis, what 
and who they were, what they stood for and how they carried their plans. Interesting 
to be sure, but in doing so I lost the interest in the victims and instead concentrated on 
the perpetrators. I found six million murdered victims to be a statistic, a number, an 
insane number yes, but I could never truly understand how this could happen. That was 
until the 15th November 2024, a day I will never forget. 
 

When we arrived at Auschwitz 1 we saw a massive complex of buildings with walkways and areas 
hidden by walls. The tone suddenly shifted from excited to interest but above all feelings of dread at 
what we would see. From here on there was no going back. 
 
We walked through many of the buildings, all with their own exhibitions to tell the story of what 
happened here. Some buildings had halls of pictures of Holocaust  victims, others showed 
physical items such as bags, shoes, toys but probably the most insane being a mountain of 
hair that had been chopped from the victims’ heads as a way of dehumanising them.   
 
But the most life changing exhibit I saw was a building including the Book of Names, it was 
a beautiful memorial yet heartbreaking in every way. It showed Jewish life before the war 
with children playing, Rabbi’s praying and families dancing. They were living, they were 

breathing and most of all they were happy. 
Everything about seeing six million deaths being 
nothing more than a massive statistic was drop kicked out the 
window never to come back. This room broke me for it made 
me realise how this really did happen to all of them, this place 
of death and torture was the final destination for these people 
who had done nothing wrong. Their crime being born a Jew, a 
gypsy, a homosexual or standing up against the Nazis’ political 
regime. It made me really question how could this happen. How 
these were children who didn’t know anything about 

politics…they just wanted to play and be free like any child should, but all their futures were taken 
from them by a regime so brutal in nature that the people couldn’t see the blood on their hands. 
 
At Auschwitz-Birkenau we saw the infamous railroad leading into the camp. This time the tour 
consisted of going in the reconstructed shacks that would somehow pass for a place to sleep, and we 
saw the crematorium that had been burned to the ground by members of the SS to hide what they’d 
done from the world. After this we entered a memorial site at the back with engraved plates 
commemorating those who died here. A ceremony soon followed led and ended by Rabbi Epstein who 
spoke about trying to inspire us  to live our lives free of hate, to love and respect one another and best 
of all to show that where the most evil in humanity raises it’s head there is also a kind, gentle good 
side that always faced it for as he quoted “With the moon as witness…100 years ago there was no 
Auschwitz Camp there were people farming the land in peace”. 
 
The trip changed and added a part to me I’ll bare for the rest of my life and I’ll always be proud of it. I 
hope you understand that these events in history aren’t just scary or interesting. This was a lesson,  
that no matter how high it rises, how powerful it becomes and how closely it gets to you, evil can’t 
win…and to do that we must make sure that this never happens again. 
 

 
  



SEND Update – Mr Patrick-Dawson, Deputy SENCo 

 

This term, our amazing team of teaching assistants have supported 

students with a range of interventions including talk fitness; 

zones of regulation; numeracy and literacy boosters; forest 

school; sensory circuits; Lego-based therapy and we 

are just about to begin a new emotional 

literacy programme, Think Good, Feel 

Good.  

The teacher in our nurture classroom is 

building towards transitions back to 

mainstream lessons through carefully 

considered phased timetables and we’re 

getting into the Christmas spirit in the Hub.  

 

Who knew that making paper chains is the perfect 

regulation strategy! 

 

SEN Review 

The SEN team welcomed staff from East Sussex County Council in November to 

conduct a SEN review across the school.  

We were so proud of the students who volunteered to be part of a focus panel 

to discuss their views of how they are supported in school. They were honest, 

and constructive with their feedback to professionals.  

The comments from ESCC were positive about the 

developments that have been made with SEN across the 

school, and we have some key themes to make SEN at 

HCC even better! 

 



Y10 Drama Performance 

Some of our Y10 students took part in a drama performance 

this term. It was evident that the group had worked so hard 

in rehearsals and it was fantastic to see such an inclusive 

performance.  

One of the actors, explains: 

‘It was about some teenagers going to the pool for the day; I 

was the Dad of four children. The play focused on how 

teenagers feel about growing up. I think we put on a very 

good show, we all worked together and I think we couldn’t 

have done better. It was the best show I have ever put on!’  

Another said:  

‘It was a really good performance, we all got on as a big group, 

and if anyone didn’t know their lines, anyone would go and help 

out with it. It was really fun’.  

Nurture 

Students in the nurture classroom have made amazing progress this term. They 

have been focussing on social and emotional strategies to help understand 

themselves and others. They have worked well together as a team through junk 

model building, team games and discussions.  

The nurture classroom has been opened up to more students to support through 

art therapy which has helped to develop conversations whilst allowing a place to 

express feelings, as well as amazing artwork. 

 

 



 Top tip from our Zones of Regulation sessions! 

When your child is angry, you can help them to recognise this 

emotion by saying things like: 

 ‘I notice that you are angry because your hands are clenched 

and hot,’ or  

‘I can see you are very frustrated because your breathing is 

fast and shallow.’ 

 

Naming the emotion will help support your child to identify ways to regulate 

themselves. You can then work with them to find the best strategy to work 

through the anger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIVE FINGER POSITIVTY CHALLENGE 

Every day, practise identifying and saying out loud five strengths and positive 

qualities that you possess. 

 You could adapt this and think of different things each day; five qualities that 

make you a good friend, five of your life goals, five things you enjoy doing, five 

things you are proud of, five things that make you unique etc. 

 

 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/video/5-finger-positive/


News from the Autism Facility 

Cooking is such an important life 

skill. Students were given an 

optional lesson learning how to 

make cottage pie. We were 

really impressed with the 

chopping skills and teamwork we 

saw. All students followed the recipe and 

left with a tasty smelling dish to enjoy at 

home.  

 

 

You can’t cook without ingredients! Two students 

headed to Tesco to buy everything the group 

needed.  

 

 

 

Mrs Jones’ 

Top tops – 

Dyslexia 

Specialist 

Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning Support  

Our Learning Support sessions are for those students who find Maths and 

English lessons tricky and need a little extra help.  

 

   

The Year 8 group are working on 

key Maths concepts in our 

numeracy support this term; they 

have been working on what a 

fraction is and how they can be 

used in the real world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7s have been working on telling 

the time; they created their own 

clocks and have used these to 

support their understanding in their 

work.     

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forest School 

It has been a term of mixed weather in Forest School with wind, sun, 

rain, frost and even a little bit of snow! 

 

 

 

 

                          We made Campfire Potato Rosti. 

     

    

 

 

Some students made winter feeders for the birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Mini Fire Build Challenge, students had to 

light their fires using flint and steel and see if 

they could keep them burning long enough to 

toast a marshmallow. 

 

 

 

 



Need extra support? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-Motion is for anyone who is 12-18 years old and living in East Sussex. They 

provide counselling via their online portal. Online counselling allows you to talk 

about your problems and feeling in a safe supportive and private space online.  

Visit www.e-motion.org.uk, or click on the logo above for more information.  

 

Shout is the UK’s first and only free, confidential 24/7 

text messaging service for anyone struggling to cope.  

 

’Online counselling for young people without the wait’.  

 

 

Stop.Breathe.Think. is a service which provides free counselling 

for young people who would otherwise be unable to afford it. 

There are no wait times, and a team of specialised counsellors 

ready to go.  

 

 

http://www.e-motion.org.uk/
https://www.e-motion.org.uk/about/
https://giveusashout.org/
https://www.stopbreathethink.org.uk/


Have you used the CLASS+ support line? 

Class + regulary offer sessions for parents and carers of an autistic child or a 

child who is on the autism pathway. This allows them to: 

• Listen, 

• Share questions,  

• Share ideas, and 

• Share experiences with other 

parents and carers.  

You do not need to book these events, 

you just need to turn up.  

For virtual sessions, please visit the 

SEND East Sussex Facebook page near 

the date for information on how to join. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the logo to access the ESCC Local Offer.  This is statutory guidance 

for parents and carers about what is available for children and young people 

with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), and their families. It 

also offers a SEND specific directory listing local and online services in East 

Sussex.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SENDEastSussex/
https://www.facebook.com/SENDEastSussex/
https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/


CAMHS 

When supporting a child or young person, it can sometimes be hard to know what 

difficulties they might be having or if they’re struggling with their mental 

health or emotional wellbeing. The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 

(CAMHS) have put together a series of pre-recorded webinars to support 

parents and carers, covering a wide range of topics. Click on the icon below to 

access support: 

 

The East Sussex Family Hub offer 

sessions for parents and carers of pre-

teens and teenagers aged 10+ 

 

Online parenting courses - teenagers | Family hubs (eastsussex.gov.uk) 

The Parenting Team Programmes provide simple and practical ways to help you: 

• build a strong, healthy relationship with your child 

• confidently manage their behaviour  

• prevent problems developing 

All courses and activities are free to attend. 

Courses are based around; parental conflict, overcoming teen challenges and 

supporting emotional wellbeing. 

https://familyhubs.eastsussex.gov.uk/activities/online-teen
https://www.sussexcamhs.nhs.uk/resources/resources-for-families-carers-and-professionals/parent-and-carer-workshops
https://www.sussexcamhs.nhs.uk/resources/resources-for-families-carers-and-professionals/parent-and-carer-workshops
https://familyhubs.eastsussex.gov.uk/activities/online-teen


Have a look at the website for upcoming local events: https://amazesussex.org.uk/events/ 

 

 

 

https://amazesussex.org.uk/events/


The GCHQ Christmas Challenge: A Test of Brains and Teamwork  
 
Are you a trainee spy? Do you like a challenge? Or just fancy trying the 
ultimate puzzle? Follow this link for the best challenge of the year! 
 
The GCHQ Christmas Challenge 2024 - GCHQ.GOV.UK 
 
Every year, GCHQ, the UK's Government Communications Headquarters, 
unveils a festive brain-teaser that has become a cherished tradition for 
puzzle enthusiasts worldwide. Known as the GCHQ Christmas Challenge, 
this event combines the spirit of the holidays with the agency's hallmark 
skills of problem-solving and cryptography. 
 
The challenge, typically revealed in the GCHQ Director's Christmas card, 
consists of a series of increasingly difficult puzzles. Ranging from ciphers 
and number sequences to lateral-thinking conundrums, the puzzles are 
designed to test creativity, logic, and teamwork. While some participants take on the challenge for 
fun, others see it as an opportunity to test their mettle against one of the world’s leading intelligence 
agencies. 
 
Past editions have seen tens of thousands of people—from casual solvers to seasoned puzzle 
enthusiasts—working individually or in groups to crack the codes. The agency encourages 
collaboration, reflecting the importance of teamwork in intelligence work. 
 
GCHQ uses the challenge to promote STEM education and raise awareness of careers in cybersecurity 
and intelligence. While the puzzles are fiendishly tough, the reward is the satisfaction of completing a 
challenge designed by some of the sharpest minds in the field. It's a festive celebration of intellect, 
curiosity, and a bit of holiday magic. 
 
Keep children safe online this Christmas - Top tips 
As children prepare to unwrap internet-enabled gadgets this Christmas, devices like mobile phones, 
tablets, and laptops offer exciting opportunities for exploration, learning, and fun. Encouraging 
children to embrace these benefits is important, but it’s equally vital to be mindful of the risks and 
dangers of being online.  
 
By fostering open communication and working together, parents and children can learn to navigate 
the internet and social media safely, ensuring a positive and secure digital experience. Follow the link 
for advice and support this Christmas. 
 
Top tips for staying safe online at Christmas - UK Safer Internet Centre 
 
BBC Scam Week: Raising Awareness to Stay Safe 
 
BBC Scam Safe quiz: How scam savvy are you? - BBC Bitesize 
The BBC's Scam Week is a dedicated initiative to educate the public about the growing threat of scams 
and fraud. Through documentaries, news features, and expert interviews, it highlights common scams, 
such as phishing, online shopping fraud, and investment schemes, while offering practical advice on 
how to spot and avoid them. 
 
Running across BBC platforms, the campaign emphasizes real-life stories to reveal the devastating 
impact scams can have. Experts provide insights into cybercriminal tactics, empowering viewers to 
protect themselves. Scam Week serves as a timely reminder to stay vigilant, fostering a safer digital 
environment for everyone. 

 

 

 

https://www.gchq.gov.uk/news/gchq-christmas-challenge-2024
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/top-tips-for-staying-safe-online-at-christmas
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2xn8p3


 

 

  



  



 

https://www.hccat.net/vacancies/
https://www.hccat.net/vacancies/

